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Onishi Gallery To Participate In New York Asia Week And
Present Japanese KOGE/ Exhibition

NEW YORK CITY (March 2025): Onishi Gallery, specializing in KOGEI (contemporary craft art
from Japan), is proud to present its Asia Week New York 2025 exhibition KOGEI + Art in its newly
established Upper East Side location at 16 E 79th Street.

“KOGELI" refers to works made using materials and methods that have stood the test of
time, reflecting uncompromising dedication to technical perfection and a search for new forms of
expression. Our Asia Week show is focused on three leading categories of KOGEI, highlighting
its growing role in contemporary Western lifestyle and global art and design. We chose the title
KOGEI and Art to reflect the unique character of KOGEI, not seen in other cultures, and to
emphasize its separate but complementary status alongside “Art” in the conventional Western
sense.

Our first category is Metalwork, including works by artists whose works were shown in
Japan. A History of Style (2021) at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and subsequently acquired
by the Museum, or are currently on display in Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese
Metalwork at the National Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian Institution, comprising masterpieces
from the Shirley Z. Johnson Bequest.

The second category is Lacquerware by artists who participated in 7he Spirit of Noto:
Urushi Artists of Wajima, held at Onishi Gallery in October 2024 and highlighting leading figures
from a region whose tradition of lacquer production dates back more than five centuries.

The third category is Ceramics, an aspect of KOGEI that Onishi Gallery has foregrounded
ever since its opening in 2005

The show includes works by numerous Living National Treasures of Japan such as Osumi
Yukie, Nakagawa Mamoru, Katsura Morihito, Tamagawa Norio, Murose Kazumi, Yamagishi
Kazuo, Imaizumi Imaemon XIV, and Yoshita Minori as well as younger artists including Onihira
Keiji, Noguchi Ken, Rusu Aki, and Konno Tomoko, creating a lively intergenerational dialogue
within Onishi Gallery’s historical space in the Sidney Ripley mansion, built in 1905 and designed
by Warren and Wetmore in Neo-Georgian style. We are also delighted to premiere a new jewelry
artist, George Inaki Root, whose practice is based on Aintsugi, the Japanese philosophy of
“mended, not broken."

Onishi Gallery is presenting an annex exhibition with the same title and dates at Bergdorf
Goodman, on the 7th Floor.



KOGEI + Art supports the mission of KOGEI USA, a new not-for-profit 501 (c)(3)
established with the goal of raising the reputation of Japanese traditional arts and culture outside
Japan by holding exhibitions and cultural events at major museums in the US and Europe in
association with Japan Kogei Association.
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ONISHI GALLERY

Location
16 E 79th Street, Ground Floor, New York, NY 10075
212.695.8035 / www.onishigallery.com

Gallery Contact
Nana Onishi, Director: 917.214.8108; nana@onishigallery.com
Yui Kugimiya, Assistant Director: 978.578.0347; yui@onishigallery.com

Dates
March 13-April 11, 2025
Opening Reception: Thursday March 13, 6-8pm

Hours
Open daily 10am-5pm, March 13-21
After March 22: Tuesday-Friday, 10am-5pm (closed on Monday, Saturday, and Sunday)

Artworks

Onihira Keiji (left)

Box with Design in Maki-e, “Memories Come Back,” 2013; white-lipped pearl oyster, South Sea abalone
shell, gold, and pearl oyster; 5 1/2 x 11 1/2 x 6 1/2 in (13.7 x 29.5 x 16.7 cm)

Osumi Yukie (right), Living National Treasure

Silver Vase "Morning Sun in Rough Shore”, 2000; hammered silver with nunomezogan (textile imprint
inlay) decoration in lead and gold, and gold decoration inside; h. 6 3/8 x dia. 7 7/8 in. (17.4 x 21 cm)
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